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2020 Tree Planting Season 

This year was a successful year of planting trees! I would like to thank both of my seasonals for the long countless 
hours we put in to get the job done. They have done an outstanding job and exceeded my expectations. I would also 
like to thank Kelly and Dustin for helping me get my footing for this first year of tree planting and tree sales. We    
planted 82,141 feet of trees and fabric. This is lower than our average over the years but was a great way to ease this 
newbie into planting. Also, reminder don’t forget to water your trees it is your job to protect your investment. It is  
recommended to water weekly depending on rain fall.  Second reminder, if you have planted trees in the past with 
fabric be sure to check the fabric isn’t rubbing or touching the trees. If so, cut the hole bigger to prevent girdling.  

Tony and Chantil Wagner and children Lennon and Riggs are a 4th generation farm. They have had up to 750 

head in a permitted Ag Waste facility finishing yearlings out and running up to 250 pairs. Tony is an advocate 

on improving soil health, doing many dirt workshops, café talks, and speaking at Farming for The Bottom 

Line. The Wagner’s are a minimal/no-till operation having an 8-crop rotation utilizing a 3 to 4 mix cover crop 

on any early harvested crop. They are most proud of the changes they have made to improving their soil 

quality and learned that every field is different so treat each one differently. The Stutsman County SCD would 

like to congratulate Tony and Chantil Wagner.  

2020 Overall Achievement Award Winner 



Spiritwood Lake  Watershed Project 
Spiritwood Lake is natural lake in 

Stutsman County. It has surface area of 

488.8 acres, maximum depth of 55.5 ft 

and average depth of 31 ft. Spiritwood 

Lake is a highly recreational lake for 

swimming, fish and other recreational 

uses. 

Water quality sampling completed in 

2013-2015, indicated elevated levels of 

phosphorus and nitrogen, which are 

trending higher. The decomposition of 

these nutrients and the plant life they 

feed have resulted in dissolved oxygen 

levels that fall far below the state guideline of 5 mg/L. Additionally, the increased nutrients have resulted in  

chlorophyll-a levels that exceed the state standard of 20 ug/L. Chlorophyll is used in photosynthesis by       

organisms that convert sunlight to energy. The more chlorophyll the more green plants, cyanobacteria and 

algae that can form. 

Currently we are on Phase 2 Spiritwood Lake Watershed Project. We will be sampling the lake every 2 weeks 

for 2 years at the start of the project and sample again at the end of the project. 11 septic systems have been 

replaced , 53 systems have been inspected during phase 1. During phase 1 we focused on working within the 

city of Spiritwood Lake and improve water quality through the city. In phase 2 we will be expanding our focus 

on the whole watershed outlined in yellow on the map. 

Many practices can be implemented on these lands to improve water quality ranging from cover crops, no-

till, nutrient management, buffer strips, critical area planting, all the way to working with cattle producers 

with rotational grazing systems and manure management systems. If you are a landowner or producer in the    

watershed and want to know more information on what you can do to try and help you use better            

management practices, give us a call at 701-252-1920 extension 3 and ask for Dustin. 



Stutsman Manure Management  Project 
This is a county wide project and we are in the final year of funding. The project focuses on animal feeding operations.  We focus 

on operations that are with-in  1 mile of a river, stream, reservoir or lake. The grant provides cost share opportunity for producers 

to move their feeding systems to crop land or tame grass pastures instead of one spot throughout the winter. This will spread  the 

manure out in the field and have less manure to haul out in the following year.  Another helpful benefit is that there is not a pile of 

manure in the yard, it reduces the chance of runoff into the water ways.  We are able to help in many ways to implement a working 

winter feeding operations with practices including fencing, water, windbreaks, and cover crops.   

With this grant we are able to work with producers throughout Stutsman County with Full Containment Systems  or permitted 

feedlots. If you are looking at implementing a full containment system we may be able to provide some cost share for the project. 

With a full containment system the runoff is all captured in to a holding pond, not allowing to have runoff contaminate any other 

ground or waterways. If you have any question  please call Dustin at 701-252-1920 ext. 3.  

Legend  

Blue line– fence 

Yellow line—pipeline 

Red square—tanks 

Red circle—well 

Red lines with months—windbreaks 

Example 

In this case the rancher is within 1 mile of 

the Pipestem Creek. They where feeding in 

the yard and have a waterway directly to 

the south/east of the farm flowing into the 

Pipestem Creek. Fence was put around the 

waterway and seeded back to grass to  

catch and limit any nutrients and sediment 

flowing into the creek. Fence was put 

around the 140 acre field, a well was put in 

to supply the 4 tanks put into the fields 

and in different feeding cells. This is for a 

250 cattle winter feeding operations. After 

the first year they have been very pleased 

with how feeding in the fields went. The 

crops they winter fed on included wheat 

with cover-crops after for fall/ winter   

grazing and sileage corn.  



WANT TO FEEL LESS STRESSED AND MORE OPTIMISTIC? ADOPT 
SOIL HEALTH TOOLS. 
SURVEY FINDS SOUTH DAKOTA SOIL HEALTH FARMERS AND RANCHERS FEEL MORE OPTIMISTIC, LESS 
STRESSED THAN CONVENTIONAL FARMERS 

By  
Successful Farming Staff 
3/5/2020 
By any measure, 2019 was a stressful year for South Dakota farmers and ranchers. Still, a new poll suggests that farmers 
who adopt soil health practices experience less stress, feel more satisfied with farming and/or ranching, and are more 
optimistic about their futures than their conventional peers. 
 
The poll suggests that soil health farmers and ranchers are having more fun, too. 
 
Conducted by South Dakota State University (SDSU), in partnership with the South Dakota Soil Health Coalition and 
supported by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, the survey asked both conventional-practice producers 
and soil health-practice producers to assess their stress levels on a range of issues from market price volatility to extreme 
weather events. They were also asked to assess: 

• Current and future operation profitability 

• Input cost pressure 

Natural resource conditions for generational succession  

Soil health producers reported having lower input costs and a higher degree of confidence that their operations would be 
better positioned, both in terms of natural resources and economics, for generational succession. Specifically, 31% of soil 
health farmers and ranchers reported increased profitability during the past year, while only 12% of conventional pro-
ducers did so. 
 
Additionally, when asked to look ahead to the next three to five years, a significantly higher percentage of soil health pro-
ducers (69% vs. 36%) predicted that their farm profitability would increase. 
 
The survey also asked farmers and ranchers to predict the future resiliency of their farming and ranching operations. Soil 
health producers were significantly more optimistic than their conventional counterparts (83% vs. 60% ) that their oper-
ations would be more resilient to weather extremes. 
 
Flooding and trade market challenges notwithstanding, more than 30% of soil health producers described their farming 
or ranching experience in 2019 year as “challenging but fun” compared with only 12% of conventional producers. 
  
SDSU’s Larry Gigliotti, who conducted the polling, said that while farmer and rancher respondents for the survey totaled 
only 107, the results are statistically valid and “point to an interesting correlation between those using soil health practic-
es and resulting peace-of-mind benefits.”  
 
Gigliotti adds that there was a direct correlation between the number of soil health practices the farmers and ranch-
ers used (i.e., no-till, cover crops, diverse cropping rotations, etc.) and the level of stress and happiness they reported 
experiencing – as well as anticipated in the future. 
 
“Even among producers who reported using some soil health practices on their operations, the ones using more of those 
practices reported less stress, greater farming satisfaction, and greater optimism,” he said in a South Dakota Soil Health 
Coalition news release. “The weather from the last two years, and especially last year, has put farmers and ranchers un-
der some tremendous stress,” said Jeff Zimprich, state conservationist for the USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service in South Dakota, in a South Dakota Soil Health Coalition news release. “Results from this survey are one confir-
mation of what we’ve been hearing for some time – that all farmers are stressed in extreme weather, but the farmers and 
ranchers who are using soil health practices are less stressed because their soils are more resilient. There are a number of 
organizations and agencies partnering together now to help farmers and ranchers learn more about and use soil health 
improvement practices, and that’s more important than ever as we could have another spring with too much moisture or 
a year that is too dry.” 
Cindy Zenk, South Dakota Soil Health Coalition coordinator, said the results of the survey are another indication of the 
many benefits of soil health practices. 
 
“The economic, agronomic, and environmental benefits of regenerative agriculture are becoming increasingly accepted 
and documented,” she said in a South Dakota Soil Health Coalition news release. “The stress reduction, optimism, and 
peace of mind that soil health producers have reported in this survey provide further evidence that if you take care of the 
land, the land will take care of you.” 

https://www.agriculture.com/author/successful-farming-staff
https://www.sdsoilhealthcoalition.org/
https://www.sdsoilhealthcoalition.org/
https://www.sdsoilhealthcoalition.org/
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The District was formed to assist people in  

Stutsman County through the District Mission: 

 

“To take available technical, financial, and edu-

cational resources, whatever their source, and 

focus or coordinate them so that they meet the 

needs of the local land user for conservation of 

soil, water, and related resources." 

Tree Planting! 

It’s never to early to 

start talking about 

tree plantings, stop 

in today! 

 

All programs and services of the Stutsman County Soil Conservation District are offered on a non-discriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, 

religion, sex, age or handicap. In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its 

Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national 

origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a 

public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all 

bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.  


