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When the soil is prepared properly like the planting on the left, then your 

tree  planting could potentially look like the one on the right. 

RCPP  

(Reginal Conservation             

Partnership Program) 

This is a program in the Spiritwood 

Lake Watershed area that is a fund-

ing source through the NRCS 

(Natural Resource Conservation 

Service). It can aid farmers to im-

prove their current practices for 

healthier soil. Practices range from; 

covercrops, no-till, minimal till, nu-

trient management, buffer strips, 

gully erosions and can help improve 

rangeland and cattle management 

practices including water and fenc-

ing. 

The Batching period will close on 

May 15th.  

This is the a  deadline for the pro-

ducers to come in and sign up for 

the project. Then the projects go 

through a ranking system and then 

a contract signing deadline later in 

the year. 

Call us at 701-252-2521 ext. 3 if you 

have any questions or would like us 

to come visit your operation. 

Ground Preparation for the  

Upcoming Tree Planting Season 

When preparing soils for tree planting, the ground should be tilled 

black; looking like a garden is the best way to put it. It’s easier on 

the trees and better for installing weed barrier fabric. 

• In the bad photo to the right, the clumpy 

soil creates air pockets which will cause 

the roots to dry out and kill the trees. 

• Till the ground in the spring before we 

come out to plant the trees. The ground 

should be worked to a  6” to 8” depth. 

• Weeds need to be dealt with before we 

come out to plant and also before we lay the fabric down.  

• Fabric does not lay well with vegetation holding it up. You need 

to work the ground around the trees to keep the soil loose and 

weed free for fabric installation.  

• The better that the site is worked up, the better the chance of 

the trees surviving. 

• Avoid putting any fertilizer down, as this will burn up your 

trees.  



Gully Erosion Project 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The goal of the project is to protect aquatic life habitat in the creeks by reducing the potential for sediment 

to be delivered to the creeks.  This will be accomplished by focusing on gully erosion best management prac-

tices primarily on cropland and secondly on rangeland in Moon Lake and Minneapolis Flats Creek 12 digit wa-

tershed areas. 

Stutsman County SCD has a great cost-share opportunity for the producer within the black lines on the map, 

the area is focused around the Windsor area. We are able to work with producers on multiple practices to 

reduce the amount of erosion happening in Watersheds. Practices can be anything from grazing infrastruc-

ture, cover crops, nutrient management, grass waterways to grass plantings.  

This project is here to help the landowners and producers in the watershed to be able to improve these areas 

without having to put all the money down. We are here to work with you on anything you need if you want 

to just try cover crops on a few acres, that’s just fine we can help. Give me a call with any questions you may 

have I hope to hear from you 701-252-2521 ext. 3 Dustin Krueger.   

Stutsman Manure Management Project  

The Stutsman SCD also has funding for Partial Manure Management Systems. Many producers have utilized 

this project to develop winter grazing systems including: fencing of cropland acres for grazing crop residues, 

providing winterized waterers in grazing areas, and providing wind protection for the grazing herds such as 

portable windbreaks or tree plantings. If you are interested in expanding or working on creating a winter 

feeding  plan give Dustin a call at 701-252-2521 ext 3. I would like to visit and come look at your operations. 







North Dakota Prescribed Fire 
Cooperative 
Interested in adding a powerful tool to your grazing land 
management? Audubon Dakota and NRCS have developed 
the North Dakota Prescribed Fire Cooperative (NDPFC), a 
program assisting landowners to utilize prescribed fires as 
a management tool for free. Landowners enrolled in the 
NDPFC only need to establish fire breaks and attend a win-
ter prescribed fire workshop. Prescribed burns will be used 
as “burn-benefit” field trainings, allowing rural fire depart-
ments and conservation professionals the opportunity to 
learn more about fire ecology and managing rangeland 
fires. 
 
Prescribed burns have several benefits for range lands, in-
cluding controlling noxious weeds such as Canada thistle 
and leafy spurge along with woody species such as Russian 
olive. Prescribed fires also recycle nutrients locked in dead 
vegetation back into the soil, creating conditions for 
healthy, vibrant forage grasses. Beyond benefits for live-
stock, grasslands that experience prescribed fires can cre-
ate high-quality wildlife habitat, enhancing hunting oppor-
tunities and preserving North Dakota’s natural heritage. 
 
If you’re interested in enhancing your pasture and learning 
more about the North Dakota Prescribed Fire Cooperative, 
please contact Juli Bosmoe (phone: 605-290-2571; 
email: Juli.Bosmoe@Audubon.org) 

Soil Health and Income 

Protection Program 

(SHIPP) Pilot  

SHIPP is a voluntary program that allows con-

tract with agricultural producers for a con-

tract term of 3, 4, or 5 years. Recently ex-

pired CRP acres are not eligible for enroll-

ment and participants must plant the lowest 

practical cost perennial conserving use cover 

crop. The 2018 Farm Bill authorizes a maxi-

mum of 50,000 acres for SHIPP.  

Eligible Land must meet the following criteria 

to enroll in SHIPP:  

 - be less productive land on the farm 

 - have been planted (and not in CRP) 

in crop years 2017, 2018 and 2019 and  

 - have a total of no more than 15% of 

the eligible land per farm enrooled in SHIPP 

How to Apply 

Producers may apply for this limited time 

SHIPP pilot at their local FSA office from 

March 30 - August 21, 2020. 

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 

Classic  

• Deadline for sign-up is May 29th 2020  

Cows grazing cover crops 
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Find us on the web at:  
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Stutsman County Soil Conservation District 

1301 Business Loop East 

Jamestown, ND 58401-5946 

The District was formed to assist people in  

Stutsman County through the District Mission: 

 

“To take available technical, financial, and edu-

cational resources, whatever their source, and 

focus or coordinate them so that they meet the 

needs of the local land user for conservation of 

soil, water, and related resources." 

Tree Planting! 

It’s never to early to 

start talking about 

tree plantings, stop 

in today! 


